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Abstract Energy efficiency is a great challenge in the design of future high performance computers.
Since the many-core processor becomes a key choice of future high performance computers, the
optimization of its micro-architecture is very important for the improvement of energy efficiency. This
paper proposes a pipeline-coupled instruction loop cache for the many-core processor. The instruction
loop cache is small sized so that it will provide more energy-efficient instruction storage. As an
attempt of implementation-aware micro-architecture research, the loop cache is designed under
constraints of hardware costs from the beginning. In order to alleviate the impact to the pipeline
performance, the loop cache adopts a prefetching technique. The instruction loop cache prefetches the
exit path of the loop into the cache when a loop is detected. The prefetching mechanism guarantees
that the design of the loop cache in the pipeline can lead to the improvement of the energy efficiency.
The instruction loop cache is implemented in the gem5 simulator. Experiments on a set of SPEC2006
benchmarks show that a typical configuration can reduce on average 27 % of instruction fetching power

and 31. 5% power of the pipeline front-end.

Key words loop cache; many-core processor; energy-efficiency; instruction cache; architecture optimization

B OE ORAMLEIARARSBEATANTER AN ETLRMA. ABEAESEASRETINGEZLAF
BLEMEMARAZ T SRR RAL AR BT I HEGREALEE G RKEFIBEGIEEN
IR A AT, AN L0 484 % AR F I Z Ak A0 35 A B AR A K R S M BT R R) AR A T £ I R
BEAN 1 RZR, BRI BALRET RS ZARMNX — XY R A TR LOBALE BT RKE LR
B, I8 A G A RA T R E 2 TR A SARIE S A 2% A 4R A 09 IR ) 4E 09 35 A BRI A6 48 R A 4 AL
HRKEARA IR, A gemb B E LTI T 2T IEASMEIRE A g BB 1k SPEC2006 49 0] 4% 4 £ &
WL E R R AR AT A T L e A B F T VAR U 27 V0 89 A5 A IR AL A & 31. 50w iR K
KA S A

¥giE MEAREF AR B R854 B &Mk
hEESES TP302

Wi HHE.2016—03—07;1& @ H A :2016—06—30

ESTA :FHR /N 2" E 8 ARP I & R 5 4350 H (2015AA01A301) 5 5 [H AR BHF A 430 H (91430214)
This work was supported by the National High Technology Research and Development Program of China (863 Program)
(2015AA01A301) and the National Natural Science Foundation of China (91430214).



814

HENMR S kB 2017, 54(40)

DIFE SR AR AT ML F R BRER. h T 0 2
E 3H 5 B br 35 BB IR L T 50GFLOPS/W
AIRERC L AR 52 M L. BT Green500™ A5 1
%, H A& Shoubu # %% 1 5 HL /Y fig &L L AL 35 )
TGFLOPS/W. 2k 1 5 88 5T i 1Y RE &K LE o 75 2275 36 5K
A TR I TR R S5 AL VR 0 I A A
B0 B 2 1 Ak

DAL S m e AL E LT B2
— BRI, TR BT Kt iE AL A A B
BT T FE AR 1 TF 8 A R 2 R K
BEEOSEAZAA BSOS SRS
2508 ORI R M Al ok m) L [ R BRI LE 2 R ok
O R b L E A AT RE AR R B 04 1 BE R
BERYFEAR » DR 55 B — 0 B T A% Ak B A 1 RE AL
o, TR BB IRAZ B Tk R HGE F 2 AL BEES 1
SR EE R VKA B AT ST O b R WA 28R
T T4 A /N 5 1 33 0 42 T L RE ST AR T
R R

TE < R 2 25 K vp TR 132 SO T A A7
fiti g TP A 4 4 L 18 4 IS 1R 1 ok S A By T4
AR ANRE BRI AT B BE T A FE S TR Z W
O AES L R M, AR SCHE 1 TR 1) AR A% A B Y
LO $8 4 A7 B0, Al K 28 S A A AR D #E 48 218
IGAT. i R K & B G 1 L0 48 2 2247, 7T LU
PEALAE L1 54 52 47 550 = BB 8000 BUAE 1 1) W) S
ARSI 48 A8 BB AL T U /K 2 14 TUHE R T35 3
BZJE . YR Lo A mf, AT DL 45706 B 22 A7
ZHIT T K 2k B DA IR T L.

h T BEAR LO LB A7 I B R 5 4% B L DL IE B AR B
A 3 R K A B A B UL AR SCY L0 48 A G A7 R L
TR AT TG A AR EE LT
12 B 5 5 1 B R A B AR SR I R {H R AR S
MG R AT 45 6 T A AL B 2% 1 S bR 220k, A
3 ANAH AR A

1) ARSCIFE A AR R KL ER A R AUE N
LO 9484 A7 . AE A I 7K 26 i BN s B 22 18] A fit
WA A — 7 T/ K LR B T AR o — 7 Tl
Tt 7K 2 i BRI S B i R A R T 22 M T K 2 R
O NS A AR

2) PEIRGEAE 1 A In] 27 B 11 b4 ok 1
TR R AL A SCHE T IR 10 B AR A Rk
P K A ) A S A5 B 9% AE 1 51 R T K 2k
LT A2 B M. [A) s o AN ] F 22 00 1 33, A8 3C
T8 A G A7 HAR AT AAEDE PR 056 2 IRPAT It N2 AF
ke 4.

3) URHIT ST I AR GAT (9 BT b A LA 1Y
R A2 T4 g T . A S A R AR R 5 O 5 T
PRI S B A A 1 R 24k, RAUH & T 48 4
AT Al LB B BHE TR AR 1 AR B
K ARG T7 5

1 #HXIE

TENE A28 A7 5 TH A 8 2 B S8 ai TAE A SR X
SO T AR R B X IAE TASCR A T R KL B G
(R P12 A7 v i X i e 1 LT BT A 20 98 A7
o B 2 I3 R A1 A B LU B i PR 3 4P
BEAY IR) L, BY 205 3 WA B AR & PR 22 AF A RT LA
] 7K 26 0 B A4S A

SCHkL4 b 4 i T R 48 4 P Y sbb (short
backward branch) 484 > | Wi 4 4 i 2 75 iy o 6 R
AT - sbb 484 8 R % # R 2 B 1Y 1l Bk 5% 7% 4
L YRS TS A 1 I B8 B /N TR I8 G2 A7 (W 25 B, AT
PN G FR AR b T8 SR G2 4. SCHRCA 06 1 4~ 48
A THEUER Ok HI W U8 PR 22 A7 2 A5 © & i B sbb 4
A XA B RE SCER L4 1 g5k b Hagig 4 1 41
18 P AR T T 75 Ak DA e 0 A SRk 4 T ] i A 2 Ak
Mg TR, B T A SO T 5 4 i AT T
W, gk R WM 32 4484 2 5 Hak i a3
GiAE A R A BN PG 0.

SCHRLS 3R T 1 A 2k T 45 4 BA A 1 2 ) 706 B
AR ) A I 2 AR R TS T SR L4 i 1 31 22
FESEIR, X BIAE T BT AR P sbb s SCI J2 i
1t Bk H AR PC R E R AFAF IS 1 5454 PC
{H 1 5% 2 5% H W 2 75 i o 706 2R 2 A7 (R L W) R
BERN S 3 UG PRk AT AR DLy L R 2R

SCHRL6 15T % DSP ZbBEERBETE T 1 Ff o [ 1 24
GEAT AR B A7 1B Bk FE R 45 4 1) PC ik A
W 2 2% A7 2 75 i Hh A P R A8 4. Sk 6 ][RI AR
R 1 A8 20 115508 ok 2 B 08 1 402 75 & 2% 45
W DR A S O T 7 Ak B i 1 A

SCHRL7 IR I AT 046 4 DL K 4 i3 45 1 35 1)
FE G PR B R A S TR B 2 A il B 4R AL DU
I 17 XoF A B AR DAL ) I ) A A% 4R A e A AR EAT
TR U1 B S BB PAT IR B 2 (008 20 4 Al B 4 2
DA$R s B 2 X 0 R R AT A 2. W] L s s 7
1 Fh o 2 U0 B 30 I 48 2 A7 A T DL/ 35 28 77
() 25 i oK. SCHRL7 IR H 75 2 4 4 A48 2 42 1Y)
R, R IR T AR S M 5 A



ik BAF AL AL BEES 1 K 2 B AR A R SR A B

815

TR H 1) B R 18 2 09 2 A T5 1) AR AT B A A K
LE 3 AT E T DA YR 9k

SCHRL8 IHh A BTB 77 4 iy 1) Bk 5% 10 15 B8 1%
M BTB A i F00 75 i) A0 BTG BF o B0 A1 1] B 4% . X Fh
BTG TN g AR R A AR BB L BRI
Tia) Bk % 19 A BRARCHSE T BTB A T B 2y 356 L 7 A A% Ak
H O fag %D P 1A SR/ BTB LUK
SR 4 1] 322 o A 5 R 1 SR

2 ESRAZEFEN

RGN GAT I 1 A Je A th i BAS L A7

il Sl 2546 4L » 1RG0 3] 5 A A PR R AT R R A 2R
I~ — AR ER AT 1 16 4 8 L4 AR 2 3R 2 A7
TR IR T 1T HA U K R Sk B IBCAE T A 3 T
R 22 TR FR R 20 7 R A 2008 A AL 7K 2 i B 1 B
2.1 BEE&EH

155 48 4 8 5 G2 A7 19 71 191 0 7K £ B (front-
end . AR SCHR I K 2R 00 BOCHE R0 A 3508 20 A &1 1 B
N R BIRR S AL 2 BRI B 3 I G
18 NI GAFAL T BOFAS ERF 2 )5 . B T U A5 &
PRI % 2 AR % ZA7 T Z 5 AR 2 A7
HE X B RUK L B

IF1 IF2 E DE1 DE2 i DE3
' ! LoopiCache '
—> Instruction | ; | i .
: I Instruction 1| Instruction
—> Fetch Unit > T
_,D ? ch i | Pre-Decoder e WR RD | Decoder
! ! Logic Logic !
[ P A i Redirect PC [ l A
' : i T
IL11IC Loop Cache RAM
E E Pipeline Front-end i

Fig. 1 Pipeline front-end with the loop cache
BI1 B8 I G2 A7 Y K e il B

TR VE I AT 1 ARG R an P 2 s, 1 3R 2%
AT S5 B LR 48 4 T I 4E 47 BT A7 WP 48 2
T 45454 PCAELCR 3R HeadPO). 41476
PRREE R (N 5 RS 15 4 T T 0 B0 22 77 I o o5 AR 4l G Bk

fi E bR PC (0 W7 1% 06 BF 2 75 0 75 16 0B R 2 A7 o
#HFR PCAER T % T HeadPC B, F 75 116 3 iy
AT, A0 R B B RRAE A B0 S bl . T — 078 3R
SEAT T 6 IO 51 S T 6 1 1 4

Pre-Decoded | WR Logic Branch WR
Instruction Prediction Instruction
—> .
‘WR Pointer Loop Cache
Logic / /it Logic/WR\| WR Valid RAM
E=—1

> — Pointer Logic

- ] . Decoded
RD Instruction Hit LOgIC/ RD RD Logic Instruction
Pointer Logic >
RD Poi
D Vil — Output PC
RD Pointer Logic
PC

HeadPC

‘WR Pointer

Redirect PC Redirect PC

<

P?fia.nc.h — [
Ecton Instruction PC | To Next Stage

<

Fig. 2 The structure

of the loop cache

B2 88T GAF B GE 1

VPR GEAT I3 00 5 N F 1l 2 i L 15 1 45 1) 22 A A
FEAEIR 3 R34 A ARAZ AL B % 0 32 B 0 — R
P BRI K 2B L AN R T2 T BTB % %
BLH 9 K 26 b B AR B A PC {EBEAT T — AL
5 19 8 ) o A SO Y I K R B GE 1) R 5ok A
WO A5 R E— 0 HE {5 5ok A TR 22
175 5 2 A, 0 5 P 3 48 e BUAS A v I 3R 2
PR BE RS 1 A L BIRT 2 JOHs o 8 1 45 5. ih T o
HIEER G A7 i+ A B A Y 22 PR A T e B o 52 4% 1l

NG AT R T LR L 18 A PRI 225 45 ) 12
B DR A s T R s o 2 A R 2R B
# 10 R

18 P A7 — M T K B4 217 R IR 3
PR B PR AR 3 A A B X RR BT Y i TR B
FIDEPR AR ER 3 YR AT A AT LA 8 B8 G2 47 A 3C
RICT [ K 26 R A 06 28 G A7 B3t K 2R 11
BIRSWMB T EG AMEIR AL LY B 4% ] 2
0y BUAS S v O R ORI L DB BR RO 5 2 08 AT L



816

HENMR S kB 2017, 54(40)

AT DL N8 410 BR 22 A7 h B A5

[l — My LO 948 4 G2 A7 it A Tl A SCy 48
A8 IR B AE AR LLAEAE A i b i VR D LO 948 4
AR BT R AR WK R B B A 2 )
AT DL RORE T 7K 26 1 A B Hb Bk | BRUEE 3 43 TR 3
A3 IR AT EB 5 AR A AR A R s K
2Rl 5 Z 18] ) A A5 5 MM % ik T 7K 2 52 B 1 B
¥R

AR SC WG I B A B 125 8 T R 1 s AR A,
Bl 2 s IE A A EBALEE 4 Al k4% Bl s 4
PC(HeadPCO) .5 54t 5248 5t i th 15 & PC.
HL L T S e B A A DR DGR R R 2 R A
I TE 2. 2~ 2.4 715 HPolg 6] 45350 43 38 6 %) B A S 3048
fR] L5347
2.2 EiEHIBE

B ) 38 2 AL I I R A A v B A
B G £ 32 #5  HeadPC 42 il 32 4.

B 5 ] 3% A TR A S A 26 Ok 1 48 A L A
Wi & 4l =2 A 1R A B R 1R 2 2 B TP i
INGEAT. 5 i TP PR G A7 D) 38 R I 7K 2R o T 1 B
& ARG T — Wk AR T LA 28 28 77 b 3
i 7 AN G IR GZ A7 . WL 2R 90 7K 4 1) BBUHE 4 E
FrICHE B bR E R ). T A S U I Y 2 X 1l ik
BRI AAEEE RS T8 4 8 T AN B 5 e AR SO B
P T RO 428 ) 32 8 v g Y VR 4 4 A0 31 IR it AR
SC IR 2548 238 43 SCREOE A T N e I 1) e B 4R 4 1.

B AR R S E A A RS E
&SRR T HAEAA R h 5 AL [F] i) 5 4
B RH N 0. FEARSCRTE A A B e S E —
BRI , B AR B3NS 38 N — Bk 0 AT
AT EE AL E.

MFE T WG 5 4T B, HeadPC 158 S 87 19 &
PCCHI B R 2385 2 il 32 5 19 43 2048 2 1 PC D
— HREAN PG G A M WA HeadPC #
ZEE TR A1 B AR PC, 2 )5 X BUS B 06 8 22 47
I U 78 75 i e 48 2 B, HeadPC Fifi 22 38 1.

BE A T 5 5 18D A0 P12 A7 1) i o ) 8 322 4 A 0
R — A~ LA BUBCAS T T 0 7 5 #% 48 4 1 Bk 5% D
B AN TR A B A7 1) 25 1t 5 5 450612 48 10 % 0
R —ATERE NG 48 £ TE R R Ik g i BB IRE A
84 WECH 15 s HeadPC 45 i 32 58 52 91 Ry £ B% 16
Beos MR A A A 1% B X Head PC ik 47 T (..

2.3 EEHIZE

TR 32 A B b R W A e R 2

L) K i PC i 2

H T 7 13 4 ) 2 B P A A AR T A . A
PRGEAF 32 5 4 RO TN 77 1) 1T RE S Tk 4R A
B NAFAE R Z B TN T5 16) G L B AR A 4 i A
T4 1) 12 8 v RO P U HOR T A TR R BR 2 AT

U IR I 285 R R A% 48 4 A0 5 4 i 12 AR T
i R LA 3 A ) 22 R v o ) DB A A P R —
PRRSRAT AT LA B e A B e A7 b IBUCHS 5 2470 PR R Y
L5 FE e A2 i 4 A 5 2 ) 3 e A DB S i v 3 4
T2 B8 W g A i v DU R A A PR B A R
i Z 0 R AL /K 2 AT B AT BR 11 B 1) U 5 TR
A7 A TR 55 45 1) 12 A v A T S AN i e T A 35 9 2
Hh AL A i R B RS R S X R D T [ — 2k 4
A FURE RS WU 7 1] T BE RS 3 il B0 JB T YR Y
R A SCHIE PR 22 A7 58 42 SCRF IR Y %6 26 10 A
i ZAT AT SCF

T A T 2 R AR B S 9 B Y OC R A W G A b 2
TAFAEAR U 154 RERAR #H0 T 5 45 5F Z 817 »
O S A B 1 B A 5 4 ol 3 B A A A ) 15
Mtk F AR A7 6% R B HR A A 4 A PR PR S AE 9 1
B BT — 4 R S hE . X S R G A R B RS
84 e F AR TR A7 R b B9 A7 B 0T LAGE i 56 7%
T84 fin B AR T A 25 1 4 1 22 A e R A 2 R
HE 0] B BLHORE AR BE 8O S 18 B R SR 1 L 1)
YA B IR0 PR A7 AT

N T WNFAERTT B 48 25 ATFB RIS A
PRAT I PC L T 38 o 352 42 1 22 7™ A % T I
AT B 4 - PC (EL 12 2% 38 3 BIVAT 5 >4 75 352 45 ] 22 4
K BLEE R 154 I TN g Bk % 1L PC {ELH O B e 1Y
FIbs bk 5 >4 AT 38 A BLEE 7% 7000 2% Wik, PC{H
H BB N WK K 5 45 BIAS 1 ) 22 B N 45 %
PC {H.

B T B 5 T8 352 46 BT R R IR0 O — > 2 i
VEFEAR TR 0 1 b ik SR A S R R SR
54 M ik 5 A 1 22 5 b A i b IR 2 R A T A
ZEA 55 A ) 2 B oo 703 00 S Bk A 7 5 42 i 3%
R PR T O Bk B RO Y 25 15 PC HIZ2 M d
Je— 2 M PR AR A AR 1 T e PNk 2818 5 A5
B0y 83 PC B AR 48 2 I BEEE H bn bk
2.4 {EIAHOFBE

YRR A A R S IR IR G AT I R SR A TR
ST LU B0 22 77 v HUHR - 25 00 B0 14 R &1 5% 7% 4
A A A T 72 A v T A AN Bk e I L TR R A O BRI
FAPEER 1 75 AT H R AR i B 48 4 B0 W I
QAR 4+ P I AR A K G BOH S ) T ) A
Rt ke 7K 4k B BVIR 3R G A7 vl & Z 6] 45 4R )



ik BAF AL AL BEES 1 K 2 B AR A R SR A B

817

. 7 T P R PR PR AR A LA
W0 3 Uk RE S K

TR DR B A R B BB A0 K L AR SCRY R
AT VTSI T G20 1 UBRCHL Y i R iR
PEER I TR T 598 25 AT AT ol LLA 2 &
WA PR ERAT 2 0 R 2k

U B Hh TR 2 4 o 2 R RS L S A P R
FRE AL 4 4 15 U B 2 B 45 ] 22 A O 4 T R i P
R MEIMARRDRE TR 46 55 2 YRy AR, e I 3 42
12 B8 0 R AT K 2 Sk S S 2 A HEAT AR B M 1T Mk Y
TUIC. TOUHCHRAR 9 50 R A A B 35 42 T 22 AR
YRR R G R A MR A E S C b e 3
PR HIT AR R A6k 1A RE 0% 728 20 1 TUHCHE & 50 H L Jd
UL 7K R 0 IBUHE AR 3L 7K 2% JRUHR T 1 42 A TR HE
A T A R 5 U

8 B Y 10O 7 2R AT Ao 450 A0 B T4 5 TR R A0
P R —E S B AT B B E BUBCHL 6 B9 7R
AR 3 Pz . UBUBR B8 77 IS 8 5 18 41
BE . DR BRI A R Bk B IR G P4 R AR e B 4
A I TN A Bk L 3 4 B RS Sl A8 PR Sk A
EARGE I RIS R RIS I/ @ N AR TIBo
FE B4 4 I BN O A Bk % i), 2 6 BT LB RS B
BN B — > o RIAT TE A 1 IR 95 4 [
I 35 42 1 32 % 3 R JAE K 2 IBUCHR K A AR

HeadPC —>
Loop
Body
RD Pointer >
Prefetched
WR Pointer —» | 1nstructions
\J

Fig. 3 The prefetching of the loop exit
B3 fE¥ s O OS2’

B8 F 485 7 T 06 A T IO A R R T
YRCTR PR 3l 35 2 48 B [0 B A Sk 3 48 & (o '8
Z ] AR X 5 2R L AT LA 32 5 A 2 8 1 25 1) AT
H .

3 £ B

3.1 XWAHZE

AR SCAHEFH gem5t A5 401 41 X6 4 4 1 I8 9% A7 45
HEAT AL, AR A AL B 2% — R T R RS R A L
PRI MM A SCHE XU SR DU it 7K £k b 5 B0 B 92 A7 45

Fay. A P 2 A7 14 i v ) R IR T PR AR R S 1 R B
B 48 1 K £ FP 1 B A% TN 235 2R DA kg 2 A Tt
I 4 A J3E o8 A0 2 G2 A7 04 P BE DN AT P 2 WL
T[] A AR A% Ak B 5 2R AN ] 00 P 7% 10 0 <2 B S8
5 R YT 3k P B T Xk I Y R B S 0 A SR HY
PHAR B B A% TN 45 o B OR UE 5 UK 09 B B I &5 2R AR
SRR
AR SO 3 r A P Y 2 B B A ER 1R
Table 1 The Configuration of the Simulator
x1 RKEREE

Parameter Configuration
Pipeline In-order, 2-way
Branch Predictor ideal
Fetch Width/Instructions per Cycle 2
Number of Stages in the Front-end 4
Capacity of the L1 IC/KB 16

1 g K 2k AT B GBS i K 4B R B4R 4
TEARGEAF-Z 18] (R0l 5 50 5296 vh e 18 1 0T /s 45 48 1)
Bt I GOECRE 52 M G BRI T S PR R )
G

Al SPEC2006 3 451 X 45 4 116 26 2%
TESE A HEAT VEAE I L. gemb 4D 2% JC v 1F i 35 17
SPEC2006 i 45 rf BF A 9 #5007 4k e b i 4y
FE 7 28 3 LR 1948 2l T DL SE RGE AT, 8 T RAIE
MR EE R 1) — Bk A SCE T SPEC2006 H1y 12
R AT BAR R P a3k 2 fros. M AL 4E 51
MG GAE Z 5 B IR L RE G PR A7 1) i T 23
TG I G2 A1 A 1 DB REAR LA B2 A1 B4 4 151 S5 0 3.

Table 2 Benchmark List
*2 MREFIE

Benchmark Language Application
bzip2 ANSI C Bzip2 v1.0.3
mef ANSTC wilibm C()mbinri(o: Z)itinization
gobmk C The Go Game
hmmer C Genome Sequencing
libquantum ISOJIEC Quantum Computing
9899:1999
h264ref C Video Compression
mile C MILC Quantum Physics
gromacs C & Fortran GROMACS Biological Chemistry
leslie3d Fortran 90 LESlie3d Hydrodynamics
namd C++ NAMD Biology/Mechanics
calculix Fortran90&.C CalculiX Structural Mechanics

w/SPOOLES Code
soplex C++

Linear Programming
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